Conservation & Education

The Nebraska Walleye Association (NWA) was organized in 1989 as a not for profit corporation, with
the goal to promote fishing in Nebraska, primarily walleye fishing. During that first year discussions
were held on “How did you learn to fish?” “Who taught you?” From those conservations the group
decided to hold simple kids fishing clinics, with the goal to: “Pass it on!” so that kids could learn if
there was no one to teach them.

Over the years, the kids fishing clinics expanded all across Nebraska and included clinics designated
for special needs youth. Each year approximately 2000 youth learned the thrills of fishing at these
clinics, with an average cost of $10.00 per youth. The kids fishing clinics program received much
recognition and numerous awards for being such a successful volunteer run effort.

The kids fishing clinics grew into 13-15 NWA sponsored clinics across the State, in addition to many
more as a partner with other organizations. This placed a financial burden on a small not for profit
organization with the changing economic landscape.

After much discussion and investigation, the NWA Board of Directors voted in 2012 to create a
separate non-profit corporation specifically for the promotion of conservation and education through
kids fishing clinics, including special needs youth. The Nebraska Walleye Association Kids Fishing
Clinics Charity, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) public charity; EIN 80-0814917.

A new marketing name for the kids fishing clinics was created. The only problem was that the
Colorado Division of Wildlife used the wording in their matching grants program to improve angling
opportunities in Colorado and held the trademark license. A licensing agreement was signed by both
the Colorado Division of Wildlife and the NWA Kids Fishing Clinics Charity, Inc. to permit exclusive
use of the trademark in the State of Nebraska for the promotion of the kids fishing clinics. The
wording: Fishing is Fun! and the logo including that phrase is used in the promotion of those clinics.

In January 2026, the Nebraska Walleye Association merged with the Nebraska Walleye Trail forming:
Goodlife Proteins - Nebraska Walleye Series, for walleye tournaments in Nebraska. The NWA Kids
Charity ‘Fishing is Fun!” will continue with their mission of teaching kids aged 5-15 years to fish by
hosting clinics at four tournaments per year. Certified youth fishing instructors/walleye anglers will
conduct the fishing clinics in accordance with the established procedures of the Nebraska Game &
Parks Commission.

The cost to run free clinics is much higher. At clinics sponsored by The Nebraska Walleye Association
Kids Fishing Clinics Charity, Inc., each participant is provided with multiple stations of fishing
instruction plus a t-shirt, a goodie bag and a rod-reel with tackle box, all for FREE. Occasionally, a
hot dog lunch may be provided at additional clinics hosted by special requests. The average cost is
over $25.00 per youth, which is why donations are solicited; both monetary and gifts in kind are
needed. “Fishing is Fun!” looks forward to continuing to enhance the fishing efforts in Nebraska and
hope that you will as well by clicking on the ‘Donate to Fishing is Fun' tab .

Fishing is Fun!



